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PSALM clit. 10. 


He bath not ak with us after "our fois, nor 
Fer as actording to our e 


| MY BRETHREN, 


3 8 of God, which threate ned 
the ſpeedy puniſhment of our crimes, lately called 
us to humble ourſelves under his mighty hand. 
We came to his ſanctuary in the character of pe- 
nitents; we profeſſed to afflict our ſouls for the 
evil we had done in his ſight ; we addreſſed his 
throne in the language of contrition ; we implor- 
ed reſpite; we implored pardon. Abſtinence 
from bodily food, in the ſelf-denial of faſting, 
we employed as the ſymbol of inward bitterneſs, 


and as an aid in che mortification of ſin. 
B 


[6-3 


For purpoſes of a different nature do we this day 
tread the courts of the moſt High. © The Oil 
garment of praiſe”* to © the ſpirit of heavineſs.” 
We come to © offer unto God thankſgiving :” 
We come to celebrate his recent benefits: We 
come to kindle on the altar of common gratitude, 
the mingled incenſe of our praiſe. 


But where, may ſome aſk, where is the proprie- 
ty of bringing, at this time, * the ſacrifices of joy- 
fulneſs ?” Is Jehovah's controverſy with our guilty 
land completely removed? Is © his anger turned a- 
way, and his hand ſtretched out” no longer ? Have 
our citizens, © breaking off their ſins by repent- 
ance, returned to him from whom they have 
deeply revolted” ? From his Judgments which are 
abroad in the earth, do they appear to have learn- 

ed righteouſneſs ? And has the ſpirit of grace ſhed 
down the large effuſion of his quickening and pu. 
rifying influence ? Would to God, my brethren, 
that facts could warrant a prompt and exulting af- 
firmative. But truth obliges us to confeſs, with 
bluſhes, that we have little reaſon to boaſt of recti- 
fied principle, and new obedience. We are ſtill a 
ce ſinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a ſeed of 
evil doers; children that are corrupters ; we have 


forſaken the Lord ; we have provoked the Holy 


17 } 


One of Iſrael to anger; we have gone away back- 


ward.“ It is of the Lord's mercies that we are 
not conſumed. f But this cannot ſuperſede the ne- 
ceſſity, nor leſſen the propriety, of thankſgiving. 


It is rather one of the moſt cogent reaſons for | 


ſinging aloud of his mercy. Beſides, we are to 
conſider, that within a ſhort time, the procedure 
of holy providence, contrary to our moſt diſtreſ- 
ſing fears, hath, in matters intimately affecting our 
happineſs, aſſumed a more favourable aſpect. 
Therefore, although we are not authorized to con- 
clude that the Lord is pacified towards us for all 
that we have done; yet we may, and ought to 
utter abundantly the memory of his goodneſs ; 
we may, and ought to thank him, and thank him 
publicly, that © be hath wot dealt with us after our 
fins, nor rewarded us according to our iniquities.” 


The text, which ſignificantly deſcribes our con- 
dition, aſſerts, that God hath not treated us ac- 
cording to our deſert; and ſtrongly implies that 
this diſpenſation is replete with ſingular kindneſs— 
ſubjects which lead to diſcuſſion profitable in it- 


ſelf, and obviouſly correſponding with the deſign of 


this day. 


I. Let us \;endeavour to be * impreffed 
with the fact, that the Lord hath not dealt with us 


* Ifaiah i. 4. + Lam. iii. 22. 
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after our fins, nor rewarded us aceqrding'? to our 
to our iniquities. 


How numerous our fins are: how black their 
atrocity : how peculiar and malignant their aggra- 
vations : it is neither my intention, nor my buſi- 
neſs to tate, This would lead us again over the 
ground of which, not long ago, we had occaſion 
to take a ſorrowful review. That we have me- 
rited thoſe varied plagues by which the Eternal 
ſcourges a rebellious and ſtiff-necked people, we 
way not deny, for we have already confeſſed. The 
ſymptoms of their approach ſtartled the moſt 
thoughtleſs ; our hearts throbbed with painful ap- 
prehenſion; and we haſtened to the mercy-ſeat to 
deprecate thoſe evils of which even the remote ap- 
pearance filled us with terror. That he bath had 
compaſſion; that in wrath he hath remembered 
mercy, we are all witneſſes; for we all are living 
monuments of his forbearance. The gathering 
darkneſs hath not been permitted to concentrate, 
and pour down, its tempeſt. It hath ceaſed, in part, 
to overcloud our ſky ; and, in ſome degree at leaſt, 
hath yielded to brighter proſpects. 


Without dwelling minutely on that kind inter- 
poſition © which hath checked the ravages of 
diſeaſe, hath calmed the tumult of the preſag- 
ing breaſt, and recalled to languiſhing multi 
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tudes the glow and the vigours of health. 
Without expatiating on the ſucceſſes which 
have attended an enterprize againſt the Weſtern 
foe ; Succeſſes that make ſome amends for the diſ- 
ho nor and loſs of former defeats; and encourage 
us to hope for a ſolid and permanent peace, which 
may prevent the effuſion of blood hereafter.— 
Without inſiſting on any of thoſe things which, 
however eſtimable, occupy a middle or inferior 
place in the ſcale of national benefit, allow me to 
direct your attention to two diſtinguiſhing bleſſings 
—Preſervation from foreign war, and Deliverance 
from domeſtic diſcord. 


It is a myſterious arrangement of the govern- 
ment of God, by which he makes one fin the 
corrective and the puniſhment of another. If na- 
tion riſe againſt nation, and kingdom againſt 
kingdom If diſſentions grow into animoſities; 


and animoſities, inflamed by mutual irritation, 


break out into open and deſtructive hoſtility; 
let it not be ſuppoſed that ſuch deplorable events 
proceed merely from the jarring intereſts, and jar- 


ring paſſions, af men. Ambition of power; the tal- 


cinations of grandeur ; or the luſt of fame, often ſer 
the world on fire, and ſwell the huge catalogue of 
human miſeries. “ Wars and fightings come from 
our luſts.” But in theſe diſaſters a higher agency 


is concerned. God, who *fitteth upon the floods, 
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CS 
God, © whoſe kingdom ruleth over all;”** God, 
who cauſeth even © the wrath of man to praiſe 
him,” marks out the path of the warrior; ſe- 
lects the objects of his proweſs, and fixes the 
bounds of his triumph. His deſign may be evil: 


His aggreſſions unprovoked, and, from him, unme- 


rited, by thoſe againſt whom they are directed; 
every ſtep of his procedure may be ſcored with 
crimes; and yet God, unimpeachably righteous, 


brings light out of this darkneſs; by ſuch evil in- 
ſtruments accompliſhes wiſe, and good, and holy 
ends: and when he has accompliſhed them, he 


viſits the iniquities of the inſtruments themſelves, 
and breaks them to pieces with his rod of iron, 
This truth is painted in ſtrong colours by the Pro- 
phet Ifaiah ; © O Aſſyrian, the rod of mine anger, 


and the ſtaff in their hand is mine indignation. 


« I will ſend him againſt an hypocritical nation, 
te and againſt the people of my wrath will I give 
* him a charge, to take the ſpoil, and to take the 
&* prey, and to tread them down like the mire of 
te the ſtreets. Howbeit, he meaneth not ſo, nei- 
te ther doth his heart think ſo; but it is in his 
* heart to deſtroy and cut off nations not a few.— 
*© Wherefore, it ſhall come to paſs, that when the 
* Lord hath performed his whole work upon 
** Mount Zion, and on Jeruſalem, I will puniſh 


Sa 
t the fruit of the ſtout heart of the king of Aſſy- 
cc ria, and the glory of his high looks. For he 
e ſaith, By the ſtrength of my hand I have 


ce done it, and by my wiſdom ; for I am prudent: 


« and I have removed the bounds of the people, 
« and I have put down the inhabitants like a 
« valiant man. And my hand hath found, as a 
© neſt, the riches of the people: and as one ga- 
ce thereth eggs that are left, have I gathered all 
« the earth and there was none that moved the 
ce wing, or opened the mouth, or peeped. Shall 
ce the axe boaſt itſelf againſt him that heweth there- 
« with? Or ſhall the ſaw magnify itſelf againſt 
e him that ſhaketh it? as if the rod ſhould ſhake 
ce itſelf againſt them that lift it up, or as if the 
ce ſtaff ſhould lift up itſelf as if it were no wood. 
Therefore ſhall the Lord, the Lord of Hoſts, 
« ſend among his fat ones, leanneſs; and under 
© his glory he ſhall kindle a burning like the 
* burning of a fire,—and it ſhall burn and de- 
ce your his thorns and his briars in one day.“ * 


This is one of thoſe © terrible things in righte- 
ouſneſs,” by which, when he „ cometh forth 
out of his place,” “God puniſhes the inhabi- 
tants of the earth.” Thus ſinners become to 
each other angels of curſing ; and thus he de- 
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legates one + guilty nation, as miniſters. of his 

quarrel to another; and. ſends them to execute 
his threatnings upon their brethren in tranſgreſ- 
fion. The ſword never comes to devour, but 
when he appoints it; for every fatal thruſt, it hath 
his high commiſſion; and with the blood which 
ruſhes through the portals of death, does he write 
the crimſon n of his wes OTE e 


Brien, need I remind you, ** this: PREY 
ful plague was at our doors? Have ye forgot- 
ten the chilling anticipations which lately obtru- 
ded themſelves, unfought, on your minds?  Alrea- 
dy did the frenzied imagination re-difplay ' thoſe 
ſcenes of horror of which the remembrance will 


tive with our memories! Already did we heat 
the burſt of hoſtile thunder; already did we ſee 


our temples deſolated; our dwellings ſinking in 


the flames, and our families fugitives from the 
burning ruin! | 


But the ſtorm has blown over, and done no 
harm. The ſound of alarm, retreating from our 
ſhore, grew fainter and fainter, till it expired on 
the liſtening ear. No angry banner waves in our 
eye; no cruel foe ravages our poſſeſſions. All 
is ſerene; all ſecure. This day is witneſs" that 
peace dyells in our land, and enjoys the quiet 


L nx 1 


exercile of her confirmed reign. Give glory to 
him who hath commanded the deliverance ! * 
bleſs our God, ye people, and make the voice of 
bis praiſe to be heard; who holdeth our ſoul in 
Uſe, and ſuffereth not our feet to be moved. "_ 


ok R, ad as 8 war is, it is yet prefera- 
ble to domeſtic diſcord. Internal union is the 
bond of ſocial ſtrength, When mutual confidence 
hath fled; and coldneſs, and jealouſies, and oppoſitio 
on come in its place; when profeſſed: anxiety for the 
public welfare, degene rates into the ſtriſe of pax 
tial policies; and unanimity of meaſures gives way 
to the violence of faction, the firmeſt ſinews of the 
national energy are cut, and the richeſt veins of 
national See Vis fluiced. 


£7-þ was a ſerious mung, my * for our 
country, to ſee, in * neighboring State, four 
large counties, including great numbers of inhabi- 
tants, throw off ſubmiſſion to the law, and riſe in 
the contumacy of revolt. The » ſeaſon at which 
this ominous event happened, was peculiarly un- 
favorable. Preſſed on one fide with ſavage de- 
predaiions ; vexed, on another, with daring and 
fnameleſs encroachment ; fretted and ſoured 


* Plalm iti. 8—9. 
I C 
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with maritime inſult and plunder; torn, at the 
ſame time, with inteſtine feud; and ill provided 
with the means of defence, we invited the aſſaults 
of any adverſary who was in a condition to im- 
prove our diſunion and perplexity. Nor was it 
eaſy to calculate what would be the extent of the 
calamity, or what its i ſſue. Men of ſimilar habits, 
and in ſimilar circumſtances, readily unite in ſimilar 
undertakings. Cheriſhed by the wicked aſſiduity 
ef thoſe ſons of Belial, who had been induſtrious 
in creating itz” the diſſention, ſpreading like a 
name through the dried leaves of autumn, might 
kave divided the children of America, not into 
the parties of opinion, but into the armies of civil 
war. Deſpots would have exulted in this conſe- 
quence; as it would have ruined the faireſt experi- 
ment which the ſun ever beheld, of a government 
reared on the equal rights of men. But, to their 
confuſion, and our triumph, the tumult has ſub- 
ſided. The temperate, yet firm; the vigorous, 
yet unbloody manner in which this rebellion was 
ſubdued, is frarght with delight to ourſelves ; 
and furniſhes an uſeful leſſon to mankind, It is 
the victory of principle over paſſion, of order 
over confuſion, of laws over licentiouſneſs. 


Such a joyful iſſue of ſuch an afflitive 
commotion, has filled united America with ad- 


1 8 
miration and applauſe. To thoſe patriots who, 
to enforce the ſovereignty of the law, exchanged 
the comforts of domeſtic life for the rigors of mi- 
litary ſervice, the tribute due to their ſpirited ex- 
ertion, is cheerfully paid. Above all, our eyes 
involuntarily faſten on THAT MAN, whoſe 
timely application of the ſevere, but falutary 
diſcipline intruſted to his prudence, was the hap- 
py mean of reſtoring peace On THAT MAN, 
whem God hath honored to be the inftrument of 
"countleſs bleſſings to this land; whoſe name will 
live, and whoſe memory will be revered, when 
the blighting eye of malignity is ſealed up in 
© darkneſs; and the tongue of calumny fettered wich 
thei irons of death. | 


The facts now mentioned are luminous events, 
which, at preſent, abſorbe in their luſtre all other 
political incidents relating to vs. They cannot but 
fix, in aſtoniſhment, the gaze of the moſt careleſs; 
and impreſs the hearts of the moſt hardened. How 
powerful obligations to gratitude to our God, are 
created by ſuch benefits, will appear from con- 
templating the / ingular mercy of that providential 
diſpenſation from which they flowed. The illuſtrati- 
on of chis mercy is the 


II. Second branch 1 our ſobje dt. 
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Sources of illuſtration are numerous and fruit- 
ful—You will all acknowledge in the 


1. place, The divine clemency which og aun. 
guiſbed us from other nations. 


Several countries on the Eaſtern ſhores of the 
Atlantic, have ſcarcely time to breathe, much leis 
to recruit, from the wounds and ſufferings of one 
war, before they are precipitated into another. It 
is a foul ſtain on the civilization of Europe, as well 
as an awful judgment for her fins, that ſhe is al- 
moſt continually weltering 3 in blood. Her infa- 
tuated ſons fly to arms, and ſlaughter each other, 
as the caprice or the politics of their tyrants or- 
dain. Beſides two rafh and formidable preparati- 
ons“ which began in bravado, and ended in ex- 
pence; the preſent} are two of fix} wars which, 

* The Roffan and Spaniſh armaments in Britain The 

former of which was equipped to aid the Turks againſt 
Ruſſia, and the latter, to fight the Spaniards for the privilege 


of killing “whales in the South Seas, and wild cats at Nootka 
Sound.“ + 

+ The war of France againſt the combined Powers ; and 
of Poland againſt Ruſſia and Pruſſia. 

＋ In addition to the wars mentioned in the preceding note, 
there have been 

1. The war of Sweden with Ruſſia. 2, That of Rofli2 
and the Emperor with the Turks. 3. That of the Emperor 
with the Netherlands. 4. That of Poland and Ruſſia, in 
1792—all within the ſhort ſpace of eight years; viz. from 


1786 to 1794! beſides the troubles in Holland, and ſome othes - 
diſorders of leſs importance, 


11. 6 1 [ 
more generally or partially, have flooded their 1 
curſes on Europe, in leſs than ten years. Wars, 
all of them wicked; moſt of them mad; and 
none of them neceſſary. At this moment, ſome 
of the faireſt fields that ever rejoiced the eye, or 
repaid the labour, of man, inſtead of being cul- 
tivated by the huſbandman and the vine- dreſſer, 
are trodden down by the martial ſteed, and ſtrew- 
ed with the bodies of the ſlain. “Come, be- 
hold the works of the Lord, what deſolations he 


hath made in the earth. He cuts off the ſpirit of 
princes : He is terrible to the kings of the earth.““ 
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How preferable, my brethren, is our condition? 
How gentle the diſpenſations of God towards us? 
It is now above one hundred and ſixty years ſince 
the chief ſettlement of this country; and, excepting 
Indian hoſtilities on the frontier, we have not been 
engaged in war more than three or four. times at 
fartheſt; and have never been compelled to it, but 
either by foreign connection, or the rigor of foreign 4 
exaction. Why do we proſper whilft other lands are | 
covered with deſolation ? Why does not the ſword | 
thin our families, and hew down our gallant youth, 

their. parents* pride, and their country's hope? 
Why are we permitted to till our grounds without 
moleſtation, and to eat the fruit of our induſtry ? 


* Palm xlvi. 2: Ixxvie 12. 


6 &} > 
Why, through the medium of commerce, to keep 
up an amicable” and lucrative intercourſe with diſ- 
tant places? Why to foſter the arts of peace, which 
refine: the manners, and improve the mind? Why 
to aſſemble, without interruption or fear, in the 
_ houſe of God; to fing his praiſes, to ſupplicate his 
favor, to learn the words of everlaſting life ? Is it 
becauſe we are better than others? No, in no 
wiſe. We merit a harſher lot : But the Lord hath 
not dealt with us after our fins, nor rewarded us 


according to our iniquities.—It is undeſerved mer- 
cy ; therefore, Hallelu-Jah! 


-- 


— 


2. The imminent danger in which we lately 
Were, hi ighly exalts che merc) of our deliverance. 


However imagination micht depict the horrors 
of war, before they had a real exiſtence; yet the 
ſtrong apprehenſion of their approach was not chi- 
merical: Affairs, both abroad and at home were 
faft verging to a dreadful criſis. Various indigni- 
ties and ſpoliations, by land and ſea; unprovoked, 
in the midſt of painful exertions to maintain our 
tranquility, beſpoke, too evidently, deſigns un- 
friendly to our happineſs. It is an agreeable dream 
of benevolence to ſuppoſe that if the plans of confe- 
derated oppreſſion had ſucceeded, we ſhould have 
been unmoleſted. When we conſider the grudge 
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ſpell, by which, . ages, man chad Path ak p 
and ſhewing him what he is, and what he ought to be, 
in ſociety ; it is a more probable conjecture, that 
the conquerors, fluſhed with victory, would have 
turned their arms hither; and endeavored, by 
one mighty effort, to cruſh the nurſery of freedom, 
and extirpate from the globe its generous Plants. ; 


Congectively wih ſymptoms of diſaffection 
abroad, we muſt view the unruly and turbulent 
diſpoſitions of many at home. In every commu- 
nity there are multitudes. who have a much greater 
ſhare of good intention than diſcernment. Their 
honeſt credulity, unguided by judgment and un- 
tempered with caution, draws them into the Plots 
of others whoſe leſs upright principles take an 
eager advantage of their ſimplicity. An appeal to 
popular Prejudice, calculated to inflame popular 
paſſion, is an engine which craft always employs, and 
7 generallyg;,nds effectual, for enliſting both under 
the bantiers of intrigue, There will ever be ſome, 
in all parts of the world, to whom, from natural 
unhappineſs of mind, or from leſs venial cauſes, 
order will be impriſonment, and peace a torture. 
Some who ſicken to ſee the gallant veſſel riding 
ſecurely at anchor, or flitting before the favoring 
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Sale; und ho pray for an adverſe blaſt” to daſh 


her on the reef, that while the crew periſh in the 


waters, they may pillage the wreck. The miſ- 
chievous projects of ſuch as theſe, aided by the im- 
prudent 2eal of others, are ſufficient, in ordinary 


eaſes, to force almoſt any nation into war. And 
when we add to their machinations the external 


exaſperating treatment which gave union to their 
counſels, and color to their pretexts, it ſeems little 
ſhort of a miracle that we have eſcaped. We 


ſtand aſtoniſhed at the precipice over Which we 


were vearly hurried a precipice that would have 
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plunged us into evils for which their immediate au- 


thors could never have atoned: No, not though they : 


SS 2 K+< 


wept i in Hp the remainder of their ves. No, 
not thougn their heads were waters, and their eyes 
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fountains of tears ; tears ſtreaming 1 in perpetual { ſuc- 


ceſſion, and every drop imbittered with the gall of 


| heart-wringing p penitence. It was God can peakable 


mercy that interfered to fave us: and the greater 


e 


our danger, the more beneficient wat the interfe- 


rence ; and the more precious the falvattÞs 0 Sure- 
Iy he hath not dealt with us after our ſins. —There- 


Tore) again Hallelu- Jah! 


4. The. complicated evils which . war, 
whether foreign or domeſtic, ſhew, in an amiable 
and affecting light, che mercy which has prevent- 


v 
2 


C "9 J 
ed them. Theſe evils, both political and moral, 
it would require a volume fully to enumerate and 


to diſplay. Nor, were it poſſible, would it be im- 


| proper here to unfold them. I might call your 
attention to its pernicious influence on the popu- 
lation of your country, not only by increaſing the 
difficulty of comfortable ſubſiſtence, but by the 
ſhocking waſte it occaſions of human life.—I 
might remind. you, (for you would not demand 
proof ) that it breaks up the happieſt arrangements 
of ſociety—that it arreſts the progreſs of the arts 
that it retards and ruins the improvements of ſcience 
—that it weakens, and often deſtroys, the efforts of 
commercial, manufacturing, and agricultural ge- 
nius—that it creates perplexing revolutions in the 
ſtate of property—that it impedes, if it does not 
fruſtrate, the regular adminiſtration of civil and 
criminal juſtice—that it frequently ſubjects many 
of the citizens to the ſtern juriſdiction, and the 
ſummary proceedings, of martial law—that while 
it puts a ſtop to national improvement, it dries up 
the ordinary ſtreams of national reſource that it 
oppreſſes the community with odious, but neceſ- 
ſary exactions, in order to maintain their military 
eſtabliſhments, and give energy to their hoſtile 
operations—and that it generally entails upon them 


D 


A — — . 
=> = N , n * 2 
EE = 
war Y KT * - 


rn 
eb es ITE SS ER 
« _— x os 


e 2 7 


— 


9 ornes ar — 


2 
— — . ———— 


n r n 
e : * r 3 ? 


—— be —_— ——— ͤůp — — —— ẽü — —— — — —ä — 


— * ne, ” — Nee — 
"I" AT Te Ga S 5 HSA 


SPY ne 


IX SIS 
1 5 


— 
l Y 
pes © ES e 
3 wo hs 


a burden which the wiſdom and exertion. of * 
may be unable to throw off. 


The moral evils which Peg em war, are nei- 


ther fewer nor leſs baneful than the political. As 


it nurtures all the fierce and violent paſſions, it 


wreſts from ſociety the benefit of many advances 


in civilization, and drives it, in a retrogade motion, 
back towards barbariſm. By interrupting the qui- 


et purſuit of enlarged and generous education, it 


keeps the young in ignorance, and withholds from 
them the means of reſpectability and uſefulneſs. 


In hindering general and uniform attendance on 


the ſocial worſhip of God, it ſuſpends the benign in- 


fluence of the Chriſtian ſabbath—relaxes the bonds 


of religious duty—deadens the acute ſenſibilities 
of conſcience—and tends to ſubvert the ſteady 


dominion of moral principle. Standing armies, 


morever, and navies are ſeminaries of vice. There 


are ſome examples, glorious examples, of men 


who hold faſt their integrity even here. But in 


general the predominance of iniquity is ſo 


great, that the virtue of moſt 1s quickly contam- 


inated, and blended with the common maſs of 


corruption. Here the profligate and profane 


tutor each other in the arts of impiety and de- 


bauch. Infrequency of pure example leſſens its 


* 


efficacy; while freedom from pious reſtraint 


gives the rein to the more worthleſs propenſions 


of the heart. Wickedneſs generates infidelity, 
and infidelity emboldens wickedneſs. Hence, as 
from a root, unbelief in ſpeculation, and immora- 


lity in practice, are propagated in every direction, 


and ſcatter their poiſon to a prodigious extent. 


Beſides all this; with men who are accuſtomed 


to works of death, the life of man loſes its value. 


And this is one of the chief caufes of that inexcu- 


fable, that atrocious, that deteſta ble crime, the 


murder of ſingle combat-a crime which bids equal 


defiance to laws, hu man and divine; and which 
ſpills the blood of a friend, to maintain a point of 
frivolous honor, or to gratify the impulſe of dia- 
bolical revenge. To add no more; an army is al- 
moſt as dangerous when diſbanded, as it is expen- 


five and troubleſome when organized. Men who 


live in idleneſs when they are not called to the 
activity of military duty; who are provided for 
without any thought of their own; who have acqui- 
red habits of plunder as well as of ſloth; can with 


difficulty apply to laborious occupations. Theſe 


render us unſafe in the midſt of proſperity: Theſe 
furniſh the ſtreet, with thieves ; the high-way with 
robbers; and the dungeon with , criminals, It is 
the ignominy of not a few who eſcape the perils of the 


. 
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field, to fall under the ſtroke of the executionery | 
and the laurels which the ſoldier won, are en- 
ewined by the ruffian round his gibbet.“ 


Such are ſome of the evils common to all wars; 


but war among brethren has peculiar miſeries. 


Experience, that faithful monitor, had ſhewn that 
the wounds inflicted by civil war are far deeper, 
and of more difficult cure, than any that can be. 
received from the hand of foreign violence, The 
murderous tempers which, in other wars, are in- 
dulged ; in this, are wrought up to the height ol 
fury Reſentments are more keen, revenge more 
implacable, and hatred more laſting. The aggreſ- 
for is more injurious ;, and the injured more un- 
forgiving. Amidſt mutual reproaches and accuſa- 
tions of violating the moſt facred ties, they. appear a 
to each other wietches unworthy of eſteem, and in- 
capable of faith. Reconciliation is hard to be ef- 
fected; and when effected, is ſcarcely ever ſincere. 
The body politic may, indeed, reaſſume its health- 
ful complexion ; Hut the poiſon, rankling within, is 


ready to burſt out\with renewed violence: for we 


find, in fact, that when men have once broken the 
cords of amity, they are eaſily impelled to repeat 


N From this general cenſure, the body of the late rexolu- 
tionary. army of America, are entitled to an honorable ex- 


| ception, 


( oF} 


the facritege. It is, moreover, a melancholy re- 
flection, that it makes little difference to the com. 
munity at large, how the quarrels of its contend- 
ing parties are decided. Whoever is victorious, 
or whoever is vanquiſhed, all fuffer. While they 
ſtruggle againſt each other, they rend the vital 


ſyſtem by which all are nouriſhed; and the tri- 


umph of any over the reſt, is but the ſucceſs of a 
mad conſpiracy againſt themſelves. Nor does the 
miſchief end here. In filent ambuſh the common 
foe marks the origin of diſunion, its progreſs, and 
its conſequences. He patiently waits for the mo- 
ment of opportunity; and when the combatants, 
exhauſted and fainting, are incapable of reſiſtance, 


he ſprings from his concealment, and ſeizes them 
for his prey. We cannot be ſufficiently thankful, 


that the mercy of God, in keeping the great bo- 
dy of our citizens united, has kept us from ſelf⸗ 
procured ruin. 


4. The divine goodneſs, which to-day we Ce 


lebrate, is rendered ftill more affecting, % con- 
trafting it with our own ſtubborn and rebellious 
conduct. 


In the courſe of his providence, Gos has given 
us line upon line, and precept upon precept; 
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but line upon line, and precept upon precept, were 
in vain. Alternate judgment and love, neither 
awed into ſubmiſſion, nor allured to penitence ? 
Hardened in tranſgreſſion, we perſiſted to pro- 
voke him; to defy his threatnings, and trample 
on his bounties. Nor have we any reaſon to 
believe that his former diſpenſations, whether 
of terror or of joy, have been really ſanctified. 
Guilty, but not abaſhed ; afflicted, but not re- 
formed; neither humbled by chaſtiſement, nor 
foftened by kindneſs, we were entitled to no favor 
at the hand of God, Pregnant with great futurities, 
the phænomena of his providence bid us to pre- 
pare for their developement; and each ſucceed- 
ing day, bringing with it new diſcouragements, 
led us to contemplate an iſſue as mournful as it 
was near. But while at a diſtance the thunder 
rolled: while our Heavens blackened, and the 
woe-fraught clouds ſtretched over our heads: 
while our citizens, fome in trembling, and others, 
in ſullen ſuſpenſe, were expecting their fate, God 
for ſurely it was the work of no created wiſdom 
or power God ſent help from his holy hill. 
The arm of vengeance, raiſed to hurl its wrath- 
ful bolt, he ſuddenly arreſted. Through the 
opening gloom, the light of his deliverance beam- 
ed; and fo brilliant was the interpoſition, that 
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nothing but Atheiſtic impiety could forbear ex- 
claiming, This ſalvation is from the Lord!“ 
Towards other nations he hath exerciſed leſs pati- 
ence. Their ſin, in itſelf, was no greater than 
our own; their means of knowledge were inferior; 
nor were they ſo often admoniſhed with ſolemn 
and pointed rebuke; yet they have periſhed by 
the frown of the Eternal, and their memorial is 
blotted from under heaven. But we are ſpared, 
are protected, are proſpered ! Americans, the leni- 
ty is divine | Becauſe the Lord delighteth to do 
us good, is he thus indulgent. He prevents us 
with his mercies. He ſurrounds us with his com- 
ions: He loads us with his benefits. © Nay,” 
faid his reprieving ſentence, «ſlay them not. Let 
grace be magnified in their preſervation. Though 
they have richly merited the puniſhment which 
hangs over them, and merited a thouſand fold 
more; though they have hitherto ſet at nought 
my inſtruction; let the diſpenſation of love heap 
coals of fire upon their heads.” — My. brethren, that 
heart which is not, in any degree, melted by ſuch 
goodneſs, muſt lie under the curſe of triple hard- 
neſs; and if it have no influence in leading to 
repentance, every poſſible excuſe will be taken 
from us; and when God ariſes to judgment, we 


T3 
will ſtand, without an extenuating plea, before the 
dar of his righteouſneſs. 


F inally, by the continuance of peace, numbers 
bave acceſs to the privileges of the goſpel, who, 
otherwiſe, would not only have been deprived of 


them, but would have fallen à ſacrifice to the 
ſword of war: And this is a diſplay of the mer- 


cy of God which, on the preſent occaſion, we 
may not overlook. 


A finner receives a boon for which he cannot 
be ſufficiently thankful, when he is permitted to 
have * a nail in God's holy place,” and to attend 
on the miniſtrations of life: when his days are 
lengthened out in the enjoyment of thofe precious 
means by which pardon is communicated to the 
guilty, and purity infuſed into the vile: by which 
the ſlaves of Satan are made Chriſt's free men; 
and felons of the pit, conſtituted citizens of hea- 
ven, and heirs of God. Had the removal of pro- 
vidential reſtraint left us as readv to wage war, as 
the intemperance of ſome, and the wickedneſs of 
others, were to urge it, many who now worſhip 
in the houſe of prayer, would have been number- 
ed with the dead. Many to whom the redemp- 
tion of the bleſſed Jeſus, and all the glories of 
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his covenant, are freely offered, would have been 
this day writhing in the place of torment—Un- 
prepared to die, multitudes would have gone to 
death; and in one hour, been ſwept, by hundreds, 
into the world of ſpirits ; all their hopes of mercy 
blaſted, and their immortal fouls undone for- 
ever, | | 


AND Now, my brethren, ſince © the Lord hath. 
done great things for us, whereof we are glad,” 
how ſhall we expreſs our gratitude? What ſhall 
we render to him for all his benefits?” Taking 
that . cup of falvation” which his own hand baſk 
tendered to us, let us * call upon his name.“ 
This, beyond controverſy, is an immediate and 
eſſential part of our duty; 1 pay bim explicit and 5 

public homage ; to recognize, by devout and marked 
acknowledgement, our dependence on his favour, and 
the * we have reaped from his — 


There is a religion of ſociety, as ſuch; a tri- 
bute of reverence which it owes to the living 
God. Formed under his auſpices, and nurtured 
by his care; preſerved by his power, and reple- 
niſhed with his bounty; he requires from it on 
theſe accounts, ſocial worſhip and the facial vow. 
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The honor of his ſovereign rule, he cannot relin- 


quiſh ; and the confeſſion of it we may not with- 


hold. It is true, that our excellent chief magii- 
trate, in thoſe critical circumſtances into which 
he was thrown, by the danger of foreign war, and 
the madneſs of inſurrection among ourſelves, diſ- 
played, in a conſpicugus manner, thoſe govern- 
mental virtues which are at once the. duty and 


the glory of his official pre-eminence. The other 


magiſtrates, who acted in concert with him, im- 
bibed the ſpirit of their ſtation, and ſhewed them- 
ſelves © a terror to evil doers.” The citizens, 
by whoſe military co-operation, their patriotic ef- 
forts' were carried into complete effect, brought 
into ſplendid action, the principles of men, who 
enjoy true hberty, and know how to value and 
defend it. They have all deſerved well of their 
country. But their exertions, ſublime and heroic 
as they were, would have been utterly fruitleſs 


without the countenance of HIM, who is the 


« governor among the nations.“ Let us not, 
therefore, reſt in ſecond cauſes, nor limit our praiſe 
to human inftruments. Let us not diſregard them, 
but look beyond them. Let us make our 
boaſt in God, who, in the day of trouble, covered 
us with the ſhield of Bis omnipotence. “ If it had 
not been the LORD who was on cur ſide, now 


| [39 1 

may Americans ſay, if it had not been the LORD 
who was on our fide, when men roſe up againſt us: 
Then they had ſwallowed us up quick, when their 
. wrath was kindled againſt us: Then the waters 
had overwhelmed us, the ftream had gone over 
our ſoul: Then the proud waters had gone over 
our ſoul. Bleſſed be the the LORD, who hath not 
given us as a prey to their teeth. Our ſoul is eſ- 
caped as 2 bird out of the ſnare of the fowlers ; the 
ſnare is broken, and we are eſcaped. Our help is 
in the name of the LORD who made heaven and 
earth.”* Therefore, © Give unto the LORD; O 
ye kindreds of the people, give unto the LORD 
glory and ſtrength. Give unto the LORD the 
glory due unto his name; bring an offering, and 
come into his courts. O worſhip the LORD in 
the beauty of holineſs: fear before him, all the 
earth !” + e 


Another becoming expreſſion of our gratitude 
to God, for the goodneſs which we are met to 
commemorate, is to keep at a cautious diſt ance from 
the © arrogance of proſperity.” 


If we are elevated to a dignified rank among 
the nations of the earth; if our © goodly heritage” 


* Pſalm exxiy. + Pſalm xcvi. T=—Ys 
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contains a larger proportion of freedom and hap- 
pineſs, than has fallen to the lot of others: If 
our privileges, civil, religious, and political, ſe- 
cured © under the ſhadow of the Almighty,” have 
hitherto repelled the weapons of every aſſailant, 
and have received recent and ſtrong confirmation, 
let us beware of “ dealing fooliſhly,” and vaunting 
away our mercies. To communities not leſs than 
to individuals, infolence is the forerunner of 
ſhame. © Pride,” faith the wiſe man, © goeth be- 


fore deſtruction, and a N 1 * 8 00 a 
fall. 


— 


Intereſt combines with duty, to inforce compli- 
ance with the injunction of inſpired prudence, 
Lift not up your horn on high: Speak not with 
a {tiff neck. For promotion cometh neither from 
the Eaſt, nor from the Weſt, nor from the South: 
But God is the judge; he putteth down one, and 
ſetteth up another.“ T The rebellious who exalt 
themſelves, he will teach to bend before his au- 
thority, by the ſad experience of his diſplesſure. 
Without HIS direction, the ſagaciry of the pro- 
foundeſt politician is but anoth er name for ſtupid 
infatuation. He © turneth wiſe men back ward, 


Prov. xvi. 18. + Pfalm Izxy. 5—7. 


and maketh their knowledge fooliſh.“ With. 
out HIM, the moſt intrepid bow down under 
the priſoners, and fall under the ſlain.“ f Aban- 
doned by HIM, the moſt ſtable fabrics of earth. 
ly contrivance totter on their baſes, moulder 
into duſt, and become the ſport of every wanton 
breeze. Let us not flatter ourſelves, 'that how- 
ever others ſuffer, we may fafely walk after the 
1magination of our own hearts. We have no 
charter of immunity in fin. - Without diſcri- 
mination, *The haughty ſhall be humbled” and 
the froward cut off; *for the mouth of the Lord 
hath mad it. a» | 1 


Once more: 117 we would A our gra- 
titude to God for averting thoſe evils which we 
could not have ſhunned, let us udy 10 be * 
in all manner of converſation. 

Sincere profeſſion is beſt evinced by the ampliciey 
of pure obedience. Genuine gratitude will be ever 
accompanied by an unaffected deſire of pleaſing, 
and a fear equally unaffected of offending, our be- 
nefactor. Be not deceived. If men love God, 
they will keep his commandments; if they are 
thankful for his benefits, they will reſpect his 


7 Iſaiah xliv. 28 4 FR 
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Kw. Sins of enormous turpitude are ſtill charge- 
able upon us; and ſooner or later, the day of vi- 
ſitation will come. More than once or twice 
we have conteſſed our guilt, and vowed amend- 


ment. On this very ſubject does the moſt High 


expoſtulate with us. He calls us by his provi- 
dence, to realize our confeſſions; to pay what 
we have vowed. Let us implore the grace, and 
attempt the duty, of penitence, while ſpace is 
given us to repent. The Holy One of Ifracl 
will not be mocked with empty promiſes. When 
the hour of judgment arrives, his ear will be 
deaf to intreaty, and the pleadings of mercy will 


end. Thoſe floods of ruin, which are now held 


back by his forbearance, will pour in their wa- 
ters with augmented fury. Heaven will call up- 


ring the deſtruction of irreclaimable tranſgreſſors. 
Improve the means of obtaining preſent peace, 
and of inſuring final ſalvation, while ye have op- 
portunity. Before the ſeaſon of acceptance ex- 
pire, flee to that Lord Jeſus who is the © hiding 
place from the ſtorm, and the covert from the 
tempeſt ;? and prove that ye receive the Saviour, 
by walking in him.“ He HaTH SHEWED THEB, 


Col. ij, 6 


E008 
o MAN, WHAT IS GOOD; AND WHAT porn 
THE LORD REQUIRE OF THEE, BUT TO DO 


JUSTLY, TO LOVE MERCY, AND TO WALK HUM= 
BLY WITH THY Cop.“ Amen. 


* Micah vi. 8. 
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